King’s Valley International School

Child Protection Policy and Procedures

“Rights” are things that every child should have. All children have the same rights. Almost
every country has agreed to these rights. All the rights are connected to each other, and
all are equally important. Sometimes, we have to think about the rights in terms of what
is best for children in a situation, and what is critical to life and protection from harm. As
you grow, you have more responsibilities to make choices and exercise your rights.
Popular wisdom says: “Children are our precious gems”.
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1. Introduction:

We are an educational institution committed to provide a nurturing and
stimulating learning environment for students of all ages. Our school offers a
comprehensive curriculum designed to foster academic excellence, personal
growth, and the development of essential life skills.

General Purpose: The general purpose of our school is to inspire and
empower students to reach their full potential, become lifelong learners, and
contribute positively to society. We aim to cultivate a love for learning, critical
thinking, creativity, and a sense of social responsibility in our students. Our goal
is to prepare them to succeed in an ever-changing world and become active,
engaged citizens.




Scope of Application: Our school caters to a wide range of students, from
early childhood education to higher education levels. We provide a holistic
educational experience that covers various disciplines, including science,
mathematics, humanities, arts, physical education, and more. Our programs
are designed to accommodate different learning styles, abilities, and interests.

At the early childhood level, we focus on providing a nurturing and play-based
environment where children can develop their cognitive, social, and emotional
skills. As students’ progress through the primary and secondary levels, we
offer a well-rounded curriculum that emphasizes core subjects while also
offering opportunities for exploration and specialization. We strive to create a
supportive and inclusive community within our school, where diversity is
celebrated and individuality is respected. We encourage active participation
from parents, guardians, and the wider community to ensure a collaborative
and enriching educational experience for our students.

2. Policy Statement:

Our school is committed to maintaining a safe, inclusive, and supportive learning
environment for all students, staff, and community members. We have developed
the following policies to ensure that our school operates in a manner that promotes
fairness, respect, and equal opportunities for everyone involved.

Non-Discrimination and Equal Opportunity:

We strictly prohibit any form of discrimination or harassment based on race,
color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or any other protected characteristic. We are dedicated to providing
equal opportunities and promoting diversity and inclusion in all aspects of our
school community.

Safety and Security:

The safety and security of our students, staff, and visitors are of utmost
importance. We have implemented comprehensive safety measures, including
emergency preparedness plans, regular safety drills, and security protocols, to
ensure a secure learning environment. We maintain open lines of
communication with relevant authorities and continuously assess and update
our safety procedures.

Academic Excellence:

We strive for academic excellence by providing a rigorous and comprehensive
curriculum that meets or exceeds educational standards. Our dedicated teaching
staff employs innovative instructional methods and fosters a culture of continuous
improvement. We encourage collaboration, critical thinking, and




creativity to equip our students with the skills necessary for lifelong learning
and success.

Student Welfare and Support:

We are committed to promoting the well-being and personal development of
our students. Our school provides access to counseling services, learning
support programs, and resources that cater to the diverse needs of our
students. We foster positive relationships and maintain open lines of
communication with students, parents, and guardians to ensure their voices
are heard and their concerns are addressed promptly.

Ethical Conduct and Discipline:

We uphold high standards of ethical conduct and expect all members of our
school community to demonstrate respect, honesty, integrity, and responsibility
in their words and actions. We have clear disciplinary procedures in place to
address misconduct and ensure a fair and consistent approach to maintaining
a safe and respectful learning environment.

Parent and Community Engagement:

We recognize the importance of parental and community involvement in the
education process. We actively encourage and value the partnership between
parents, guardians, and the school. We provide regular opportunities for
communication, involvement in school activities, and collaboration to foster a
strong sense of community and support the holistic development of our
students.

This policy statement represents our commitment to creating a positive and
enriching educational experience for all individuals associated with our school. We
continuously review and update our policies to align with best practices, legal
requirements, and the evolving needs of our school community.

3. Roles and Responsibilities:

When it comes to safeguarding children, there are several key contacts who play
important roles and have specific responsibilities. While the exact roles and
responsibilities may vary depending on the country or organization, | can (We) provide
you with a general overview of some common key contacts involved in safeguarding
children issues:

1. Child Protection Officer (CPO): In KVIS, Tr. Andriey role is often found in larger
organizations, such as social services departments or child welfare agencies.
CPOs are responsible for investigating allegations or reports of child abuse or
neglect. They work closely with other professionals, such as police officers and
social workers, to ensure the safety and well-being of children.




2. Education Professionals: Teachers, school counselors, and other education
professionals are often the first point of contact for identifying and reporting child
protection concerns within educational settings. They have a responsibility to
recognize signs of abuse, provide support to students, and report any concerns to
the DSL or appropriate authorities.

4. Recruitment and Screening:

The recruitment policy and screening procedure in our school to make sure all
helpers, volunteers and contract staff are people of sound moral character and
suitable to work with children we follow this baseline:

1. Application and Interview: The school will require potential helpers, volunteers, and
contract staff to complete an application form that includes personal information,
employment history, and references. Applicants may also be asked to provide a
detailed account of their previous experience working with children.

2. Reference Checks: The school will contact the references provided by the
applicants to obtain feedback regarding the candidate's character, suitability for
working with children, and any previous relevant experience. References may
include previous employers, supervisors, or colleagues.

3. Background Checks: Schools often conduct comprehensive background checks
on potential helpers, volunteers, and contract staff. These checks may include:

a. Criminal Records Check: A criminal background check is typically conducted to
identify any previous convictions or criminal activities that may raise concerns
about the individual's suitability to work with children. This check may involve
searching national or local criminal records databases.

b. Employment Verification: Schools may contact previous employers to verify the
applicant's employment history and gather information about their performance
and conduct in previous positions.

4. Screening and Training: Once the necessary background checks have been
completed and are satisfactory, selected candidates may be required to undergo
additional screening processes, such as health screenings or psychometric
assessments, to assess their suitability for working with children. Schools often
provide training on child protection policies, procedures, and best practices to
ensure that staff members are aware of their responsibilities and understand how
to create a safe environment for children.




5. Supervision and Monitoring: Once hired, helpers, volunteers, and contract staff are
supervised and monitored by designated staff members or authorities within the
school. This includes regular check-ins, observations, and ongoing evaluations of
their performance and conduct.

5. Procedurals and Referrals:

Child protection protocols and procedures are essential for preventing abuse, ensuring
the safety and well-being of children, and complying with local laws and regulations. While
specific procedures may vary based on the jurisdiction and organization, | can provide
you with a general overview of key elements typically involved:

1. Prevention of Abuse:

a. Policy Development: Our School establish clear and comprehensive child protection
policies that outline expectations, guidelines, and procedures to prevent abuse. These
policies should be communicated to all staff, volunteers, and relevant stakeholders.

b. Code of Conduct: A code of conduct is established, which sets behavioral expectations
for all individuals working with children. This includes guidelines on appropriate
interactions, physical contact, and boundaries.

c. Training and Education: Regular training programs are conducted to raise awareness
among staff and volunteers about child protection, recognizing signs of abuse, and
responding appropriately. Training may cover topics such as mandated reporting,
safeguarding protocols, and creating safe environments for children.

d. Awareness and Communication: Promoting awareness and open communication
channels are vital. Schools should educate students, parents, and staff about child
protection policies, reporting mechanisms, and available support services.

2. Reporting and Responding to Incidents:

a. Reporting Mechanisms: Clear and accessible reporting mechanisms are established
for staff, students, parents, and other stakeholders to report any concerns or incidents
related to child abuse or neglect.

b. Mandatory Reporting: Staff members are trained on mandatory reporting laws and
regulations. They are aware of their legal obligation to report suspected cases of abuse
or neglect to the appropriate authorities.




c. Incident Response: When an incident or allegation arises, School follows predefined
procedures for handling the situation. This includes ensuring the immediate safety and
well-being of the child involved, gathering information, and involving relevant authorities,
such as child protective services or the police.

d. Support for Victims: Schools should have processes in place to provide support and
assistance to child victims of abuse or neglect. This may involve coordination with
external agencies, counseling services, or other appropriate support systems.

3. Confidentiality:

a. Confidentiality Policies: KVIS has policies and procedures in place to protect the
privacy and confidentiality of individuals involved in child protection cases. Information
should be shared only on a need-to-know basis, and sensitive data should be securely
stored.

b. Sharing Information: Staff should be trained on information-sharing protocols, ensuring
that relevant information is shared appropriately and within legal frameworks. This
includes sharing information with appropriate authorities for investigation and intervention
purposes.

6. Culture and Environment:

The culture and values of the school that encourage good practice leading to enhanced
child protection.

>
Child-Centric Approach

Respect and Dignity

Open Communication

Child Empowerment

Staff Selection and Training

Collaborative Partnerships
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Physical Environment and Safety Measures

To demonstrate an environment where children feel safe, our school can:
<
Foster positive and trusting relationships between students and staff through
respectful and caring interactions.
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Create spaces where children can express themselves freely and feel heard, such
as designated safe spaces, buddy systems, or counseling rooms.
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Establish clear anti-bullying policies and promote a zero-tolerance approach to
any form of bullying or harassment.




Conduct regular safety drills and ensure that children are aware of emergency
procedures.

Provide age-appropriate educational programs that promote personal safety,
self-esteem, and resilience.

Involve children in the development and review of child protection policies and
procedures, encouraging their active participation and ownership.

Celebrate diversity and promote inclusivity, ensuring that all children feel valued,
accepted, and respected regardless of their background or characteristics.
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Regularly evaluate and review the effectiveness of child protection measures and
adjust practices accordingly.

By fostering a culture that prioritizes child protection, respects children's rights, and
creates a safe and supportive environment, schools can enhance the well-being

7. Child protection and training resources:
Training Opportunities:

a. Initial Induction: In KVIS staff members are usually provided with an introduction to the
school's safeguarding and child protection policies and procedures during their induction
process.

b. Ongoing Professional Development: Schools offer regular training opportunities to
enhance staff members' knowledge and skills in safeguarding and child protection. These
sessions may be conducted in-house or facilitated by external experts. Some common
training topics include:

>
Recognizing signs of abuse and neglect.

Understanding legal obligations and reporting procedures.

Y

Creating a safe and supportive learning environment.

>
Safequarding vulnerable children, including those with special educational needs or
disablilities.

Compulsory Training: Schools often have mandatory training requirements for all staff
members, ensuring a consistent understanding of safeguarding and child protection
protocols. The frequency of refresher training may vary, but it is generally recommended
to undergo regular updates.




8. Monitoring and Review:

The monitoring, evaluation, and review of a child protection policy are essential
components of maintaining a safe and supportive environment for students. Here are
some common roles and responsibilities associated with these processes:

Principal: She is responsible for ensuring the effective implementation, monitoring,
evaluation, and review of the child protection policy.

Training and Guidance: Principal ensure that all staff members receive appropriate
training on the child protection policy, including their roles and responsibilities.

Monitoring and Reporting: The effectiveness of the child protection policy, analyzes data
on safeguarding incidents, and provides regular reports to the senior leadership team.

Awareness and Compliance: All staff members are responsible for familiarizing
themselves with the child protection policy, understanding their roles and responsibilities,
and implementing the policy in their daily interactions with students.

Reporting: Staff members must promptly report any safeguarding concerns or disclosures
to Principal, following the school's reporting procedures.

Record-Keeping: In our school office maintains accurate and confidential records of
safeguarding incidents, disclosures, and actions taken in line with the school's policies.

Collaboration and Guidance: External agencies, such as local authorities or child
safeguarding boards, may provide guidance, training, and support to our schools. They
may also participate in the monitoring and evaluation processes, offering expert advice
and recommendations.




